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City of Huntington Woods 
Senior Advisory Committee 
Thursday, February 21, 2019 

 Minutes 
 
 

1. Called to order at 3:32 p.m. 
 Present:  Melissa Gadd, Susan Klein, Jim Speir, Lenny Newman, Lynn Feinberg, 

Amy Sullivan, Mary Gustafson, Joanne Johnson 
 Excused:  Steve Fairman  
 
2. Update on Committee appointments and City Commission liaison – Amy 

reported that due to lack of interest in the Committee vacancies, the City 
Commission had reappointed Jim Speir and Lynn Feinberg to the Committee 
but Lynn declined because of other commitments.  Amy also informed the 
Committee that the 2019 City Commission liaison is Michelle Elder but given 
her work schedule, it was unlikely that she would be able attend meetings on 
a regular basis.  

 
3. Approval of agenda – Moved by Lenny and seconded by Lynn to approve the 

agenda.  Approved unanimously. 
 
4. Approval of minutes of the January 19, 2019 meeting – Moved by Lynn and 

seconded by Lenny to approve as written.  Approved unanimously. 
 
5. Public participation  

Ina Cohen felt the Committee needed to do more to acknowledge seniors in 
the City.  For example, the library recently installed high top tables that are 
not comfortable for seniors. She also felt that the drinking fountain at Scotia 
Park had a very tight turning radius and was difficult for someone with a 
walker to maneuver around and the commemorative bricks at the Rec. Center 
are a trip hazards.  These are examples of the City not thinking about the 
needs of seniors.  Ina also did not understand why the City thought it was 
necessary to hold a public meeting to get input on the proposed outdoor 
exercise equipment if it hadn’t been done before at other parks where 
children’s play equipment was being installed.  Also there was an incident 
where a non-senior group used the senior lounge and she felt it should be 
restricted to seniors.  She acknowledged that Mary had been responsive to 
other suggestions such as keeping a wheelchair conveniently located in the 
Rec. Center vestibule.  
 
Janet Levine said this was the first Senior Advisory Committee meeting that 
she had attended.  She felt that the City was respectful of her needs especially 
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Public Safety who is very responsive to her calls.  She hopes she can continue 
to live in HW as she contemplates downsizing. 
 
Sharon Nowak expressed dismay that the City felt it was necessary to hold a 
public meeting to get input on the outdoor exercise equipment too and when 
she asked why she was told “that times are different” and she did not accept 
that explanation.  Mary explained that the DNR requires the City to engage 
the community if we are applying for a grant from them.  Sharon is concerned 
that the subcommittee’s work will be disregarded and not given the weight it 
deserves. 
 
Gail Linden said there are other grants that aren’t from the DNR so why hold a 
community engagement session until you know for sure if you’re applying to 
them.  She said the realtors association has a $5,000 grant that might be 
eligible for this project. 
 
Bonnie Nowakowski echoed Sharon’s concerns and feels that seniors are 
being ignored, for instance, when the adult reading room at the library was 
removed, and she doesn’t want the outdoor exercise equipment to be 
ignored either. 
 
Janet Levine reminded the Committee that Burton Park is a good example of 
the community coming together to improve the City and seniors are now 
coming together to do something to improve senior services. 
 
Susan Klein said it sounded like the audience wanted the Senior Advisory 
Committee to take on an advocacy role for seniors in the City and reminded 
them that the Committee is advisory only and has no authority. 
 

6. Oakland County Senior Advisory Council update – No update.  Amy said she 
would ask County Commissioner Helaine Zack who the new representative is. 
 

7. Items of Business 
 A. Concierge services program update – Mary said there was one request 

for a reference for painting services last month. 
 
 B. Transportation expansion program update – Amy said that when 

discussing an application for volunteer drivers, the City Attorney expressed 
great concern with a program that relied on volunteers because of many 
potential risks.  Amy wanted to bring this to the attention of the Committee.  
Susan suggested creating a waiver for passengers to sign so they were fully 
informed of the risks.  Melissa asked what schools did when they relied on 
parents to drive, i.e. to cross county track meets.  She also asked if the app Go 
Go Grandparents could fill the need.  Susan said this was a service to connect 
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seniors to ride sharing programs like Lyft and Uber so there was a cost to 
seniors.  After discussion the Committee asked for more details about the 
potential risks and asked the City Attorney to consider creating a waiver for 
passengers. 

 
 C. Emergency contact program – This was an action item that Kristyn had 

been working on that didn’t get completed.  Susan suggested starting out 
with a database of all residents so we could use it to identify seniors that 
don’t have support in the community and should be checked on in case of an 
emergency or extreme weather event.  Ina said there is an app called Smart911 
that residents can register with and it provides participating police 
department personal information.  Jim said he would look into the program as 
a possible method to identify vulnerable seniors. 

 
 D. Explore opportunities for senior and student interactions – Lenny has 

asked the Women’s League to cover the cost of an upcoming event for 
seniors to participate in school district activities and enjoy a lunch.  He is 
waiting to hear from them.  Lenny will also follow up with the high school to 
see if he can get a second technology workshop set up. 

 
 E. Update on adding exercise equipment to a park – the subcommittee 

met last week and the members have been asked for feedback on what 
specific equipment pieces that want in the park then a cost estimate and 
renderings can be completed.  The subcommittee is recommending Reynolds 
Park (on 11 Mile next to the former Sam’s Market) for the exercise equipment.  
Mary thought the total project cost would be $60,000 - $70,000 so the City 
will be applying for grant funding. 

 
8. Senior Housing Study Committee update – Amy said the City Commission had 

considered a proposal for a mini-design workshop facilitated by the City’s 
planner.  They would work with a group of 10-15 residents to reach a 
consensus on a concept plan for a municipal/housing structure.  This could 
then be shared with the public to get additional feedback.  The City 
Commission asked for additional information so the proposal was tabled and 
staff is working on getting the requested information. 

 
9. Recreation Department and Library Programming Update – Joanne told the 

group about an upcoming event featuring Irish dancers that should be very 
entertaining.  Mary said the newsletter will be mailed next week and there are 
several trips and classes being offered this winter that are geared towards 
seniors. 

 
10. Other business – Jim asked if the City had been able to follow through on Ina’s 

suggestion that the City website have a page to post items of interest to 
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seniors.  Amy said that the website platform did not have that capability as it 
only allowed administrators to post on the website, not the public.  There was 
discussion about setting up a Facebook page dedicated to HW senior events 
that would be closed so it could be restricted to just HW seniors.  Ina will talk 
to the Sunday social group about the concept and Lenny will see if he can find 
a student that can help set it up. 

 
11. HARP Steering Committee New Business – there were 5 requests for service 

last month that were all filled. 
 
12. Next meeting:  March 21, 2019 
 
13. Moved by Lenny and seconded by Melissa to adjourn the meeting.  Adjourned 

at 4:51 p.m. 


